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Rationale of Modern Foreign Languages: 
  
The study of Languages prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which 
work and other activities are increasingly carried out in languages other than English. Pupils 
use languages to communicate information responsibly and creatively. They learn how to use 
languages to enable access to ideas and experiences from a wide range of people, 
communities and cultures. In addition, understanding a modern foreign language increases a 
child’s understanding of their own language. The process of learning a foreign language 
reinforces fluency and understanding of grammar, sentence structure and verbal precision. 
Increased capability in the use of languages can also promote initiative and independent 
learning and encourages diversity within society. 
 
The Aims of Modern Foreign Languages 
 
Through our teaching of Languages we aim to: 

 Ensure every child has the opportunity throughout Key Stage 2 to study a foreign 
language and develop their interest in the culture of other nations 

 Ensure pupils’ learning is enriched in a broad curriculum to which languages contribute. 

 Ensure pupils have access to high quality teaching and learning opportunities. 

 Ensure pupils become familiar with the sounds and written form of a modern foreign 
language. 

 Ensure pupils gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement. 

 Ensure pupils increase cultural understanding by learning about different countries. 
 
 
Curriculum time allocation:  
 
French is taught in all key stage 2 classes for at least 30 minutes a week. Where possible a 
follow up activity is completed by the class teacher later in the week. 
 

Approaches to language teaching: 

St Mary Magdalen’s Primary believes that pupils learn more effectively if they are enjoying 

what they are doing. ICT is used across the school to motivate pupils and to support teachers 

with model pronunciation. The school endorses the Framework’s principles to develop a 

distinctively primary approach to language learning: 

 Provide a rich and varied input of the language, so that children hear and interact with the 
sounds and patterns of the new language 

 Use active learning to engage motivation 

 Use games and songs to maximise enjoyment 

 Embed languages in class routines and school life 

 Integrate language learning across the curriculum to connect with learning in other 
subject areas. 
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Embedding languages in the curriculum 

St Mary Magdalen’s school believes pupils will learn languages more effectively by having 

frequent exposure to them. The Languages coordinator will highlight opportunities in 

medium term planning to embed Languages and provide the necessary resources.  

Opportunities for speaking another language should be exploited, be it in the playground or in 

the classroom. All staff in the school are responsible for ensuring this. Each year all classes will 

take part in the European Day of Languages, which consists of each class focusing on a 

different language. 

Recording, assessment and reporting 

As each class teacher works through the scheme of work they will record progress against the 

short-focused topics where appropriate and assess the children's progress in the language. 

This assessment will be used to support teaching and learning.  An assessment of the child’s 

language level will be recorded in their end of year report. Assessment of pupil work and 

progress is ongoing by the class teacher and informs future planning. Teachers mark work in 

modern foreign languages in line with the school marking policy. Teachers use this 

information to inform planning for groups and individual pupils. Teachers complete 

assessment booklets for each individual child. 

Inclusion  

All pupils, regardless of race or gender, shall have the opportunity to develop Languages 

capability. St Mary Magdalen’s Primary will promote equal opportunities and fair distribution 

of Languages resources.  

Resources and accommodation 

A variety of resources are available in school. These include children’s reference books, 

teachers’ resources, books, Salut interactive programme, interactive whiteboard games and 

online resources.  Resources are allocated to particular year groups to ensure progression and 

these are kept in the classrooms. The MFL co-ordinator is responsible for maintaining 

resources, monitoring their use and organising storage. Resource purchasing is in accordance 

with normal school procedures and is based upon the MFL budget. 
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Management of the subject. 
  
Miss Cooper, the Co-coordinator/Subject Leader has responsibility for leading, managing and 
supporting the delivery of and training in Modern Foreign Languages. She is responsible for: 
 

 Supporting and working with colleagues, and keeping them informed. 

 Discussing progress in MFL and any issues as they arise. 

 Discussing teaching and learning with the class teacher. 

 Writing and reviewing the MFL policy and action plan. 

 Co-coordinating the use of classroom resources. 

 Keeping up-to-date, through reading and attending relevant courses. 

 Attending meetings and liaising with other MFL coordinators. 


