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I hope you have all had a lovely summer holiday and are ready for 

another exciting school year! At the end of July St. Mary 

Magdalen’s said good bye to Mrs. Gladstone and Miss. Moody who 

were moving on to pastures new. 

Everyone from school would like to thank them for their valuable contribution to the school and 

we wish them all the very best for the future. We hope they keep in touch! We welcome Miss. 

Gray and Mrs. Ball who have recently joined our school teaching staff. Miss Gray will be 

teaching in KS1 (Fleetrock Class) and Mrs Ball will be teaching in KS2 (Charles Stewart Class). I 

am sure they will be a real asset to our school.  

A Quick Reminder of Morning Procedures 

KS1 & KS2 

Members of staff will be on the school gates (KS1 and KS2) at 8:40am each morning to greet 

the children into school. On entering the school, the children should go straight to their class 

where there will be learning activities available. Registration will take place promptly at 9:00am. 

Any child arriving late for school (after 9:00am) should report to the school office before 

going to class.   

Reception Class 

Reception children will be greeted by their teacher who will lead them to their class and help 

them with their coats and bags. I would like to congratulate all the Reception children on having 

a fantastic first week in their new school – Well done, I’m really proud of you all! 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Monday the children gather for Collective Worship which focuses on the Sunday 

Gospel reading. During this time of prayer, each class is presented with a ‘Statement to Live 

By’ - Ethos Statement. The children spend time throughout the week reflecting on the 

meaning and significance of each statement. 

Ethos Statements for September                Ethos Statements for October 
  

1. We are all special.           1. I know what to do if I see somebody hurt 

2. I can say one good thing about myself.     2. I understand that rights match responsibility 

3. I can say how I feel.                                 3. I try to stand up for myself and others. 

4. I can laugh and have fun.                          4. I try to be just and fair. 
 



School term dates 2018/19 academic year 

Holiday Closing date Date re-opens 

Summer 2018 

 

Thursday 4 September 2018 

Autumn half-term 2018 Friday 19 October 2018 Monday 29 October 2018 

Christmas 2018 Friday 21 December 2018 Monday 7 January 2019 

Spring half-term 2019 Friday 15 February 2019 Monday 25 February 2019 

Easter 2019 Thursday 11 April 2019 Tuesday 23 April 2019 

May Day 2019 Friday 3 May 2019 Tuesday 7 May 2019 

Summer half-term 2019 Friday 24 May 2019 Monday 10 June 2019  

Staff Inset Day  Thursday 27 June 2019  Monday 1 July 2019 

Summer Break Friday 19 July To be confirmed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Swimming 

Year 3 pupils will be 

swimming this year. 

Swimming lessons will 

take place, on a 

Thursday, at Hetton 

Community Pool.  Please 

ensure your child comes 

fully equipped for these 

lessons. Information on 

school swimming can be 

found on our school 

website.  

  
 

  

Key dates for your diary this half term 
  

13th September – EYFS Curriculum Evening @ 

5:00pm in school hall. 

14th September – Whole school mass at St. Mary 

Magdalen’s Parish Church @ 10:00am  

18th September – Curriculum Evening (KS1) @ 5pm 

in the school hall. 

19th September – Curriculum Evening (KS2) @5pm 

in the school hall. 

21st September – International Day of Peace. 

26th September – International Day of Culture. 

28th September – McMillan Coffee Morning 

28th September – School Photographs 

4th October – National Poetry Day 

16th October – ‘Food for Thought’ Day 

31st October – Spooky Writing Day 

Uniform Reminder 

This half term the children can 

wear either their summer or winter 

uniform. Could I remind parents 

that after half term the winter 

uniform should be worn by all pupils. 

Trainers should only be worn for 

PE activities in school. 

Can I also remind parents that 

jewellery is not allowed in school, 

earrings must be taken out for the 

start of the school day. If your 

child has recently had their ears 

pierced they must, for health and 

safety reasons, cover ear rings with 

a plaster. Staff will ask your child 

to remove them if this does not 

happen. Further information 

regarding school uniform can be 

found on our school website. 

  
 



Class Liturgies 

Class liturgies will take place during the autumn term. Parents are most welcome to attend their 

child’s class liturgy. All class liturgies will take place at 9:10am. Parents are asked to meet in 

the main school hall at 9:00am on the dates highlighted below. 

Tuesday 25th September – Elliott Gala – Miss Raine 

Thursday 27th September – Charles Stewart – Mrs Ball 

Tuesday 2nd October – George Elmy – Miss Guy 

Tuesday 9th October – Byron – Mr Herring 

Tuesday 30th October – Millbanke – Miss Cooper 

Tuesday 6th November – Vane Tempest – Mrs Sharp/Mrs Wilkinson 

Tuesday 13th November – Featherbed – Mrs Thompson 

Tuesday 20th November – Redacre – Miss Punshon 

Tuesday 27th November – Fleetrock – Miss Gray 

Tuesday 4th December – Reception – Mrs Robson/Mrs Thoburn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Medication 

Parents are asked to hand medication into the school office. Children are not allowed 

to bring medication into school or administer medication themselves. All medication 

must be prescribed by your child’s doctor and clearly labelled. If your child suffers 

from asthma, please ensure they have an inhaler in school.  If you have any queries 

regarding your child’s medication please contact the school office.  
 

Whole School Mass 

A whole school Mass will take place on the Friday 14th September at 10:00am at St. Mary 

Magdalene R.C. Church to welcome in the new school year. All are welcome to celebrate mass 

with us and I hope to see you there.  
 

Parking outside of School 

Parent parking during drop off and pick up times continues to be very busy. If you do transport 

your child to and from school by car, I would be very grateful if you could park in a safe and 

sensible way so we can keep our children safe and minimise disruption to local residents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Lateness:  

Please ensure your child arrives to school on 

time for their registration at 9:00am. If your 

child arrives after registration they should 

report to the office and sign into the late book. 

All late entries are monitored by the Local 

Authority and the school EWO. 

Holidays during Term Time: 

School must follow Government guidelines 

regarding holidays during term time. 

Holidays are no longer to be granted 

during term time, the Head teacher can 

authorise a leave of absence only in 

exceptional circumstances.  
 

School Lunches  

There has been a small increase in the price of school lunches. School lunch is now £2.05 per 

day. Could all payments be made via ‘Parent Pay’. If your child is changing from packed lunch to 

school lunch, or vice versa, could you please inform the school office. Thank you. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sporting Clubs 

 

A number of sporting activities and clubs will 

be available in school this autumn term. For 

further information/details please check our 

school website which will be updated when 

new activities arise. 

 

Packed Lunches – keep them healthy! 

 

 

Baby Feeding Programme – South Sudan 
 

With help from our local SVP our children raised a 

fantastic £750 for the ‘Baby Feeding Programme’ in 

South Sudan. A cheque was presented, at the end of 

last term, to ‘SVP Twinage’ who organise the 

programme. I am sure many young lives have been 

transformed due to the generosity of all that 

donated to this excellent cause.  

E-Safety: In school we are very aware 

of online safety risks. We regularly talk 

with the children about how they can 

keep themselves safe. I would 

appreciate it if you could reinforce, at 

home, any e-safety messages delivered 

by school this year. School will keep you 

informed of e-safety events taking 

place within school throughout the 

year. 

School News! 

Our school has recently been awarded the School Games 

Mark ‘Gold Award’. The School Games Mark is a 

government led awards scheme launched to reward 

schools for their commitment to the development of 

competition across their school and into the community. 

This is a tremendous achievement and a recognition of all 

the hard work that takes place in school in ensuring the 

high standard of our PE and sports provision. Thank you 

to Miss Guy for all of her hard work, in helping the 

school achieve this award. 

 

Winter Lunch Menu 
Our school winter menu will 

begin the week after the 

October half term holiday. 

Information on this will be sent 

out to parents and posted onto 

our school website. Please take 

some time to look over this and 

discuss the meal options with 

your child. 

 
 

If your child is on packed lunch could you please 

ensure there lunch follows our school guidelines 

as highlighted on our school website. Can I also 

remind parents that we have children in school 

who have severe nut allergies and therefore any 

food items containing nuts should not be 

brought into school. Thank you. 

 

 


