
 

 

St. Mary Magdalen’s RC Primary School 
Parent Questionnaire January 2016 

 
(Parent Response Results –Key Stage1 &2) 

 
 

 

 

“The family of St Mary Magdalen’s is centred on 

Christ to create inquisitive individuals who feel 

empowered to engage in the world in which they live” 

 

Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Don’t 

Know 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

1. My child enjoys coming to school 
 

64% 36% 0 0 0 

2. My child is safe at school 
 

65% 34% 1% 0 0 

3. The school understands and responds to my child’s needs 
 

46% 53% 1% 0 0 

4. My child is taught well at school 
 

58% 38% 3% 1% 0 

5. My child is making good or better progress 
 

53% 41% 6% 0 0 

6. My child is encouraged to work hard and do their best 
 

60% 38% 2% 0 0 

7. My child receives an appropriate amount of homework for 
his/her age 

46% 50% 3% 0 1% 

8. My child enjoys a stimulating range of extra curricular 
activities 

32% 34% 1% 28% 5% 

9. The school communicates with me effectively about my child’s 
progress 

40% 53% 7% 0 0 

10. The school communicates with me effectively about how to 
support my child’s learning 

36% 53% 3% 8% 0 

11. The school communicates with me effectively about school 
events and activities 

39% 49% 1% 11% 0 

12. The school seeks my views and listens to my concerns 
 

34% 45% 16% 5% 0 

13. There is a good standard of behaviour at St. Mary 
Magdalen’s 

54% 41% 4% 1% 0 

14. The school deals with any incidents of bullying effectively  
 

31% 29% 38% 2% 0 

15. The school is welcoming and there are opportunities to get 
involved 

50% 44% 3% 3% 0 

16. I think the school is well led and managed 
 

55% 39% 6% 0 0 

17. My child is encouraged to lead a healthy lifestyle 
 

50% 45% 5% 0 0 

18. School lunches are good 
 

32% 27% 23% 14% 4% 

19. The school’s website is easy to use and has information I 
need to know about my child’s school 
 

38% 39% 18% 5% 0 

20. I would recommend St. Mary Magdalen’s to another family   
 

63% 33% 4% 0 0 

 
Thank you for your responses to our recent school questionnaire. This year we received just over half the number of 
questionnaires sent out to parents - 131 altogether.  The school strives to make continuous improvements and we are 
delighted that this is reflected in your feedback.   



 

 

 

St. Mary Magdalen’s RC Primary School 
Parent Questionnaire January 2016 

 
(Parent Response Results –EYFS) 

 
 

 
“The family of St Mary Magdalen’s is centred on 

Christ to create inquisitive individuals who feel 

empowered to engage in the world in which they live” 

 

Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

1. My child enjoys coming to school 
 

72% 28% 0 0 0 

2. My child is safe at school 
 

83% 17% 0 0 0 

3. The school understands and responds to my child’s needs 
 

56% 44% 0 0 0 

4. My child is taught well at school 
 

67% 33% 0 0 0 

5. My child is making good or better progress 
 

61% 39% 0 0 0 

6. My child is encouraged to work hard and do their best 
 

72% 28% 0 0 0 

7. My child finds the work stimulating and interesting 
 

61% 34% 5% 0 0 

8. My child’s reading and writing are improving 
 

78% 22% 0 0 0 

9. The school communicates with me effectively about my child’s 
progress 

50% 50% 0 0 0 

10. The school communicates with me effectively about how to 
support my child’s learning 

45% 50% 5% 0 0 

11. The school communicates with me effectively about school 
events and activities 

39% 45% 11% 5% 0 

12. The school seeks my views and listens to my concerns 
 

39% 56% 5% 0 0 

13. There is a good standards of behaviour at St. Mary 
Magdalen’s 

67% 33% 0 0 0 

14. The school deals with any incidents of bullying effectively  
 

39% 28% 33% 0 0 

15. The school is welcoming and there are opportunities to get 
involved 

39% 61% 0 0 0 

16. I think the school is well led and managed 
 

62% 33% 5% 0 0 

17. My child is encouraged to lead a healthy lifestyle 
 

61% 39% 0 0 0 

18. School lunches are good 
 

44% 39% 17% 0 0 

19. The school’s website is easy to use and has information I 
need to know about my child’s school 
 

44% 39% 17% 0 0 

20. I would recommend St. Mary Magdalen’s to another family   
 

83% 12% 5% 0 0 

 
 
 
 



Some Key areas of Success 
 

 I would recommend St. Mary Magdalen’s to another family 
We were delighted that 96% of you stated that you would recommend St. Mary Magdalen’s to another family. 
We continue to be very proud of our school and glad that you are too.  
 

 My child is taught well and making good progress 
Over 95% of you stated that your child was taught well and making good progress at St. Mary Magdalen’s and 
again this is something which we are very pleased with. The progress of all children is tracked extremely 
carefully to ensure that children receive the right levels of support and challenge in class.  
 

 There is a good standard of behaviour at St. Mary Magdalen’s 
We were very pleased that 95% of you felt that the behaviour in school was good or better – we would agree! 
We work hard with our children to promote Gospel values and to teach them to treat each other with respect, 
love and compassion. We recognise that sometimes they can make mistakes or can make the wrong choices, as 
most children do, and we work hard to support both children and families when this happens. If you have any 
concerns regarding behaviour please feel free to come into school to discuss this – our door is always open! 
 

 The school is well led and managed 
Over 94% of you stated that you felt the school was well led and managed. This is again something which we are 
very proud of; particularly given the new leadership which has been put in place this year. School leadership and 
governors have continued to work extremely hard to raise standards of achievement, set ambitious targets for 
whole school improvement and maintain a firm, friendly and visible presence around the school. Our Governors 
have established key links this year with class teachers and subject areas so that they now have a much clearer 
overview of school. This year we have also worked particularly hard to develop our school website which is now 
becoming more informative for both parents and visitors. 
 

 My child is kept safe 
Finally we were also very pleased that 99% of you said that you felt your child was safe at school. During this 
year we have raised the profile of anti bullying within the school; covered e-safety issues, provided key safety 
talks in assembly and informed parents via the school newsletter about responsible parking and driving outside 
of school. Our staff are also positioned at the front gate each morning to welcome the children to school and to 
ensure gates are closed and secure. We recognise that keeping your children safe is one of our key 
responsibilities and will continue to do everything possible to ensure that your children’s time at St. Mary 
Magdalen’s is safe, positive and rewarding.  

 

Areas for Development 
 

 Providing a range of stimulating  extra-curricular activities 
At St. Mary Magdalen’s we try to provide a range of extra-curricular activities for the children to take part in. 
Our staff and our Sports Partnership have held various clubs during the year which have had a good uptake from 
the children. However, your response tells us that we could do better and we will certainly seek out further 
extra- curricular opportunities for your children to engage in. We will also try to improve our communication 
about these events as some parents suggested, in the questionnaire, that this is an area that could be improved. 
 

 School Lunches could be better 
There have been a number of issues regarding school lunches expressed by both parents and pupils over recent 
months. We recognise that our children need a healthy, nutritious, filling and appetising lunch in order for them 
to get through their busy day of learning. Our recent new cook has worked extremely hard to address many of 
the issues raised. We will be holding special lunch days next term for parents so that you can see some of the 
improvements made and to sample some of the food offered in school – I’m sure you will be impressed!  
 

Parental Comments 
Once again we received an enormous number of individual comments about the school which we were pleased about. 
Again there was far more consensus about the school’s strengths with particular mentions of the warm, welcoming and 
positive ethos of our school. All comments, together with those from our summer questionnaire, will be carefully 
considered as we set our school improvement priorities for 2016 - 2017. If you have any further comments or 
suggestions to make, then please do not hesitate to contact either myself, one of the SLT or a parent governor. 
 
Best wishes,  
Mr Duncan (Headteacher)  


